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Read the following article, then answer the questions.

About 100 children go blind every week in the Philippines due to
poor nutrition and diseases that are preventable, the health department
said yesterday.

Health Secretary Francisco Duque said some 450000 Filipinos are
blind, and a significant number of them are children.

“Blindness affects close to half a million people in the country, and
about a hundred Filipino children lose their eye sight every week,” he
said at the launch of scheme called Sight-saving Month.

Mr.Duque said poor nutrition, measles and premature birth
complications that are preventable if given proper intervention are
the main causes of child blindness.

“With early detection and treatment, we know that we could save
a lot of people from losing their sight as well as from disability and
poverty,” he said.

In a survey conducted among young pupils in public schools in
the capital, it was found that up to 3% of the children already had
eye problems.

But Mr.Duque admitted many Filipinos, especially those in rural
areas, have no access to proper treatment due to lack of eye clinics
and ophthalmologists, as well as the high costs of medicines.

The health department also does not have accurate data on the
exact number of blind children in the country.

With the World Health Organization raising the alert on the
problem, Mr.Duque said the government plans to conduct a survey
on child blindness in 2007.

1. In the Philippines, how many Filipinos are blind?
1) 100 2) 150000
3) over half a million 4) almost half a million

2. According to Mr.Duque, what in not mentioned as one of the
major causes of child blindness?

1

2

3

) poverty

) measles

) poor nutrition

4) premature birth complications

3. According to Mr.Duque, how can blindness be prevented?
1) providing proper nutrition
2) getting rid of poverty

3) early detection and treatment

)

4) reducing the cost of medicines

4. What is the exact number of blind children in the Philippines?
1) 100 2) 450000

3) 3% of the children 4) It's unknown.

5. What can be assumed from the article?
1) There are enough ophthalmologists in the Philippines.
2) The government is going to pay more attention to the problem
of child blindness.
3) The government has already solved the problem of child
blindness.
4) The government has already solved the problems of poverty

and poor nutrition of the Filipinos.
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1. a8 4) almost half a million
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3. a8 3) early detection and treatment
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1) providing proper nutrition = ﬁwﬂﬂﬂﬁmmﬂﬁmmmw
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4. a8 4) It's unknown.
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5. a8l 2) The government is going to pay more attention to the
problem of child blindness.
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1) There are enough ophthalmologists in the Philippines. =
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3) The government has already solved the problem of child
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4) The government has already solved the problems of
poverty and poor nutrition of the Filipinos. = %@m‘l@fuﬁlmﬂzyw
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